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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 01735 151554Z 
ACTION TRSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SNM-02 AID-05 10-13 NSC-05 
DEAE-00 /036W 

151616Z 041321 /53 

P 151541Z MAR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2213 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 1735 

PASS HERLITHY, INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS DIVISION, US 
CUSTOMS SERVICE, WASHDC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, SY 

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL TRAINING - CUSTOMS 

REF: STATE 53153 

1 . EMBASSY NARCOTIC CONTROL OFFICER DISCUSSED SUBJECT 

TRAINING WITH MR. ANIS' SHARANI HEAD OF SYRIAN CUSTOMS, MARCH 15. SH 
ARANI 

SAID THAT, WHILE HE CANNOT GIVE OFFICIAL REPLY TO REQUEST FOR 
NOMINEES UNTIL DIPLOMATIC NOTE TRANSMITTED THROUGH MINISTRY 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS IS RECEIVED IN HIS OFFICE, HE WAS ANXIOUS 
TO NOMINATE THREE OFFICERS. HOWEVER, HE HASTENED TO POINT 
OUT THAT HIS SERVICE HAD NO MONEY FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 
OF TRAINEES AND THAT IT WAS GENERAL POLICY OF SYRIAN 
GOVERNEMENT THAT INVITING GOVERNMENTS PAY ALL COSTS FOR SUCH 
INTERNATIONAL TRAINING. 

2. EMBASSY EXPECTS THAT MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
WILL NOT TRANSMIT REQUEST FOR NOMINEES TO CUSTOMS 
UNCLESS US PROMOISES TO PAY COST OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. 

ALL SARG OFFICIALS SPONSORED BY USAID FOR TRAINING IN 

US. HAVE INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL COSTS PAID BY USG. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 01735 151554Z 


3. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT IN LIGHT OF PRESENT PRACTICE 
PER PARA 2 AND BENEFITS WE EXPECT FROM PARTICIPATION 
SARG OFFICIALS, US FUNDING OF TRAVEL COSTS WOULD BE 
JSUTIFIED. THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO IN VIEW OF RECENT 
TROUBLES IN LEBANON AND POTENTIAL GREATER ROLE SYRIA 
MAY PLAY AS ROUTE OF INTERNATIONAL NARCOTIC SMUGGLING. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

DEPARTMENT AND CUSTOMS SERVICE ARE REQUESTED TO APPROVE 
USG FUNDING FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL COSTS. 

MURPHY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DRUG CONTROL, PERSONNEL TRAINING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DAMASC01735 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770088-1030 
Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770360/aaaacadw.tel 

Line Count: 65 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f639f8b7-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION TRSE 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Retention: 0 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
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Review Transfer Date: 
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